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Behold, I bring you tidings
of great joy, which shall
be to all people.
Luke 2:10
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6-13, 1 Chome, Sakuragawa Cho,
Hitachi Shi, Ibaraki Ken, Japan 316
Christmas

Dear

~

=/

194>&'

'Tl~

Many times throughout the year our thoue;hts have been with you. We have
been concious of your prayers for us. We want to send our heart-felt thanks
and warmest greetings for a blessed Caristma.s_ and a joyous New Year!
The Lord has kept us all well and busy for Him. We do miss having the
children with us. Paul is a senior at Seattle Pacific College. John, Mark,
Carol and Ruth attend the Christian Academy in Tokyo.
Our work has centered arCXIIUld the ste.xting of a new church in Katsuta.
The building is nearing completion and we are praying for a harvest of souls.
Cottage prayer meetings, English Bible Classes, home visitation, tract
distribution and film presentations are all part of this work. We seek
by all meens to win some. We expect that a Japanese pastor will be appointed
at Conference time to the new Ketsuta Church.
We have also had the joy of visiting the six churches in this
Conference. We have held special meetings and District Meetings. The
young pastors are dedicated and are carrying on the work with the
help of the sincere Christians in the Eastern Conference. We are encouraged
to see the interest in their Church. "Enthusiasm" seems the best word to
describe their ministry.
In August a large group of Christians gathered at Gotemba, a city at
the foot of mount Fuji. It was called a Laymen's Spiritual Life Retreat
Meeting. The featured speaker was our 1ear old friend Dr. Yoshiake (Stephen)
Hattori. Twenty years ago when we first met him, Hattori was just finishing
High School. In his messages the importance of the laymen in the church
program was stressed.
"For we are labourers together with God, ye are
God's husbandry, ye are God's building." (I Cor. 3:9) We were all encoura.ged.
We are enjoying living in Hitachi. It is near the Ocean and there are
beautiful mountains. The summers are cooler here. We hope that you will give
us a visit if possible.
May all the joy and the beauty
Of that still, Holy Night
Be with you at Christmas
And make the whole year brightl
Yours in Christ's love,

